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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To make reproducibility of an edge part of a character 
and a pattern emphasizing resolution with that of a pattern 
emphasizing gradation by calculating an edge degree of a noted 
picture element as a characteristic quantity to decide dither 
processing with respect to each of picture element data of an input 
picture signal, selecting a dither table of a noted picture element 
and executing dither processing In response to the characteristic of 
picture element data. 

CONSTITUTION: A characteristic quantity calculation section 2 
calculates an edge degree used to discriminate a degree of an edge 
part of a picture having a characteristic in which a noted picture 
element of a picture signal is suddenly changed as a characteristic 
quantity deciding dither processing with respect to the picture 
signal outputted from a picture signal input section 1 . A dither table 
section 3 stores three kinds of dither tabjes for strong edge degree, 
for medium edge degree and weak edge degree. A table selection 
section 4 selects a dither table corresponding to a noted picture 
element from the dither table section 3 depending on the edge 
degree of the noted picture element calculated by the characteristic 
quantity calculation section 2. 
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